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Abstract 
 
The socioeconomic phenomena of globalization pose particular challenges for regional 
minority languages. The rise of `global languages?, migrants? languages, and participation in 
digital new media, among other ongoing features, shape current minority language dynamics. 
Participation in new media, specifically, seems to be spurring unprecedented developments in 
relation to standard languages. Novel standardization discourses seem to be amending the 
long-dominant `standard language ideology?. This is particularly relevant for regional minority 
languages, since their standardization and institutionalisation processes are less stable than 
those of majority languages. The Spanish region of the Balearic Islands, where Castilian and 
Catalan are both official languages, is a particularly suitable minority language context in which 
to research these developments. Since 2012 the regional government has modified the official 
language policy in what appears to be a move to put an end to the previously enforced 
`linguistic normalization? period and to officialise some non-standard features of the islands? 
vernaculars. A number of actors contest this modification while others discuss the 
appropriateness of applying the Catalan standard to their vernacular varieties. This research 
intends to describe the ongoing amendment of the standard language ideology, focusing on 
language policing at the institutional and individual levels. In this regard, the concept of 
language policing is useful to explore how ̀ order? is reconfigured, with multiple actors engaged 
in regulating what the language `standard? is. Data will be gathered using a twofold 
ethnographic approach, conducting an institutional ethnographic fieldwork in language 
planning institutions of the Balearic Islands, and an online ethnography to observe individuals? 
participation in new media. The metalinguistic discourses gathered will be analysed through 
discourse analysis. This will show the mobilization of the standard language ideology in a 
minority language context and provide meaningful insights for policy-makers in other contexts 
where languages are in the process of institutionalisation and/or standardization. 
 


